
Rambler News  
Dates to Remember 

8/31-9/14: Cookie Dough Fundraiser 
9/11: PICTURE DAY 
9/11: Science Fair Club Meeting 2:30-4:30  
9/11: Pre-Season Cross Country Meet 
         @ Harns Marsh @ 5:30 
9/11-9/12: Basketball Practice 2:30-4:30 
9/11: Beginners Band Parent Night 6:30-7:30 
9/12: INTERIM REPORT DAY 
9/12: Girl Scouts 2:30 – 4:30 (Media) 
9/12-9/13: Cross Country Practice 2:30-4:30 
9/12: Boy Scouts Parent Night 5-6  
9/13: NJHS Meeting 2:30-3:30 (Zrebiec)  
9/13: Basketball Game Veterans @ Alva @ 5:30 
9/15: Band All-State Auditions (Dunbar) 
9/18-9/20: Cross Country Practice 2:30-4:30 
9/18: Science Fair Club Meeting 2:30-4:30  
9/18: Basketball Game Alva @ Harns @ 5:30 
9/18: PTO Meeting @ 5:30 (Media Center) 
9/18: SAC Meeting @ 6 (Media Center) 
9/19: Basketball Practice 2:30-4:30 
9/19: Girl Scouts 2:30 – 4:30 (Media) 
9/20: Basketball Game Lehigh @ Alva @ 5:30 
9/25: Science Fair Club Meeting 2:30-4:30  
9/25-9/27: Cross Country Practice 2:30-4:30 
9/25: Basketball Game Alva @ Veterans @ 5:30 
9/26: Girl Scouts 2:30 – 4:30 (Media) 
9/26: Basketball Practice 2:30-4:30 
9/27: Basketball Game Harns @ Alva @ 5:30 
9/27-9/28: Rambler Run Fundraisers 

Each issue we will be introducing a new teacher. This issue we are 
showcasing our new 7th Grade ELA Teacher:  

Susanne Bisplinghoff 

VISION 2020 – The School District of Lee County’s          
Strategic Plan for achieving our Vision:  

To Be a World Class School System 
Vision 2020 is the School District of Lee County’s updated 
Strategic Plan for fulfilling our vision To Be a World-Class 

School System. Building on the recommendations of Educa-
tion Revolution: A Theory for Action, Vision 2020 defines a 
specific course of action to implement key, research-based 
recommendations and strategies designed to achieve four 

overarching District Goals: 
1. Increase Student Achievement 
2. Increase Family and Community Engagement 
3. Increase Retention of Effective and Highly Effective Employees 
4. Become a Model Continuous Improvement Organization. 

The School Board of Lee County, Florida:  Mary Fischer, District 1: Melisa W. Giovannelli, District 2; Chris N. 
Patricca, District 3; Steven K. Teuber, District 4, Pamela H. LaRiviere, District 5 (Vice Chairman); Jane E. Kuck-
el, PhD, District 6: Cathleen O’Daniel Morgan, District 7 (Chairman); Dr. Gregory K. Adkins, Superintendent. 
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I am originally from Brooklyn, NY. I raised my children in Green-
wood Lake, NY, a small, rural town in Upstate New York. We 

moved to Florida in 2004 and settled into Alva in 2016. This is my 
18th year in education and helping students achieve their personal 

best is my passion. In my spare time, I enjoy the outdoors, play golf, 
and spend time with family. I am excited to be teaching at The Alva 

School. I look forward supporting the mission to grow the tradi-
tion. It is going to be a great year!  

Our NEW Agriculture Program! 
     Our Agriculture program is getting a fantastic start. We are now caring for six hens and a rooster 
and six rabbits. Thank you to Mrs. Heather Ware and Mrs. Kristin Sites for animal sharing. Goats will 
be finding their home in the barn soon.  Continued support is very much appreciated from any mem-
bers of the community. This can include mone-
tary donations and gift cards.   
     Ms. Brittany Smith and Mrs. Robyn Hammes 
attended a new FFA advisor workshop in Orlan-
do and will be starting to send out information 
about membership and participation expecta-
tions. We are excited about all of the opportu-
nities this will bring to The Alva School.  
     We want to give a special thanks to Darren 
Watkins, Tom Super and Randy Challender for 
all their hard work and connections in helping 
pulling this together. There will be a ribbon 
cutting ceremony in November. We will keep 
everyone updated on the date and time.   

FREEZE POPS DONATIONS  
For our Annual Rambler Run 
Please help us keep our kids 

cool while they help raise 
funds for our school! 

Cookie Dough  
Fundraiser is going 
on NOW until 9/14!  



PLEASE also join us at our Bas-
ketball games and Cross Coun-
try Meets to support our play-
ers! Times and dates are listed on 
“Dates to Remember” on the front 
side of the Newsletter. Students must 
know how they are getting home. 
(parent PU, activity bus, or care crew) 

We have started our Second Step lessons for the 2018-2019 
school year. For those of you who don't know what Second 
Step is, it is a program designed to help children improve 

their social skills. For instance, this week we focused on skills like; lis-
tening, showing respect, empathy and how to deal with developmen-
tal changes. So that you at home can know what we are discussing at 
school we will publish the Second Step Sidebar in the each news-
letter. The sidebar breaks provides a snapshot of what each grade lev-
el is talking about, so you can join in the conversation as well. 

Important Information for Parents:   
Florida Statute 231.95 recognizes that teachers at times must be assigned duties in a class outside the field in which 
the teacher is certified. The following teachers at The Alva School are fully certified, but are adding the endorsements 
English as a Second Language to their certificate: Carrie Eaton. The following teachers at The Alva School are fully certi-
fied but are working toward additional subject area certification: Silvia Jones 

Science Fair Club  
Any Middle level students in 6th, 7th and 
8th grades who would like to create a 
Science Fair Project to be judged for en-
try into the Thomas Alva Edison Regional 
Science Fair this year please plan to join 
the Science Fair Club after school on 
Tuesdays starting September 11 from 
2:15 to 4:30. You can be picked up or 
ride the activity bus home. This is a great 
opportunity to win awards and attend a 
major regional sci-
ence fair this year. 
See Mrs. Hammes 
for an application.  

8th Grade Science  
We are in need of paper towel rolls and 

M&M candies. The 8th grade science 
students will be exploring the scientific 

method and exothermic reactions with a 
variety of Labs. Weekly Inquiry Labs are 

also taking place, including designing pa-
per helicopters! 

Lab and Dates 
 Sponge Creature Lab — Sept. 7th 
 M&M Calculations Lab — Sept. 14th  
 Elephant Toothpaste Lab — TBD  

Pre-order a Yearbook 
now for $30! 

Save $5 by pre-ordering! 
Please send in cash or a 
check placed in an enve-

lope with your child’s 
first and last name, 

grade, teachers name (1st  
per.) and the word 

“yearbook”. See Ms. 
Bizjak with questions.  

Elementary  
Classes Need Head-

phones  
Our elementary class-
rooms are in need of stu-
dent headphones. If you 
have not already sent a 
pair of headphones for 
your child please do so. If 
you could please send 
them in a gallon size zip 
lock bag with their name 
on the outside we would 
greatly appreciate it.  
*Great inexpensive options 
on headphones can be 
found in stores like Five 
below and Target (Dollar 
Spot).  
Thank you for your contin-
ued support in your child’s 

education!  

Second Step Sidebar 
Kindergarten 

Self-Talk for Staying on Task: Listening 
& following directions are important for 
learning. Repeating directions helps you 
remember them. Following directions 
involves your eyes, ears, and brain. 

1st Grade 
Self-Talk for Learning: Self-talk means 
talking to yourself aloud but in a quiet 
voice or inside your head. Self-talk helps 
you focus and maintain attention. 

2nd Grade 
Being Assertive: Being assertive means 
asking for what you want or need in a 
calm & firm voice. It is a respectful way 
to get what you want/need. 

3rd Grade 
Planning to Learn: Making a plan can 
help you be a better learner. A plan is 
good if the order makes sense, it’s sim-
ple, and you can do it. 

4th Grade 
Respecting Similarities and Differences: 
People can have similar or different feel-
ings about the same situation. Being able 
to notice and then understand others’ 
feelings is an important part of empathy. 

5th Grade 
Predicting Feelings: Being able to pre-
dict how what you do or say might make 
other people feel is respectful and will 
help you get along better with others. 

6th Grade 
Grow Your Brain 2: Describe how using 
good strategies, getting help from oth-
ers, and working hard can help you do 
better in school. 

7th Grade 
Embracing Challenge: Identify how 
making mistakes when trying something 
challenging can be positive. 

8th Grade 
Your Interests Matter: Identify how you 
can use your interests and strengths to 
make a difference in the world. 


